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EXTRACTS  FROM  MY  lOTE-BOOK. 


Cask  1. — Chorea  induced  by  anxiety,  on  account  of  a  deformity ;  and 
cured  by  removal  of  the  same. 

Mary  Pheent,  Pearl-street,  aged  sixteen,  was  bTought  to  me  in  March, 
1848,  for  chorea,  with  which  she  had  been  afflicted  for  two  years  pre- 
vious, and  had  also  had  several  epileptic  convulsions. 

She  was  a  large,  robust,  healthy-looking  girl,  but  exceedingly  despond- 
ing and  gloomy,  almost  an  idiot  in  appearance,  wishing  to  be  by  herself 
and  seldom  speaking  to  any  one. 

She  was  strangely  deformed  in  her  feet  and  one  hand ;  having  ten  toes 
on  her  left  foot,  and  eight  on  the  right,  with  their  proper  number  of 
phalanges,  and  each  articulated  with  a  sepai  ate  metatarsal  bone,  except 
the  second  and  third  on  the  left  foot,  which  were  joined  together,  so  as 
to  resemble  one  toe  with  two  nails,  which  gave  that  foot  the  appearance 
of  but  nine  toes  ;  but  after  their  removal  I  found  a  double  row  of  pha- 
langeal bones,  enclosed  in  a  common  tegumentary  envelope. 

On  the  right  hand  she  had  five  fingers,  beside  an  extra  joint  upon  the 
thumb. 

Upon  taking  hold  of  her  hand,  ray  attention  was  drawn  to  her  extra 
finger,  and  when  I  alluded  to  it,  she  gave  a  hysterical  sob,  followed  im- 
mediately by  a  severe  convulsive  fit,  caused,  as  her  mother  informed  me, 
by  my  allusion  to  her  deformity,  as  she  was  exceedingly  sensitive  upon 
that  point. 

After  talking  to  her  mother  a  few  moments,  she  wished  me  to  look  at  her 
feet  as  they  were  also  deformed  ;  and  upon  my  examining  them,  another 
convulsive  fit  was  induced,  which  led  me  to  believe,  that  the  cause  of 
disturbance  in  her  nervous  system,  upon  which  these  fits  and  the  chorea 
depended,  was  anxiety  of  mind  about  her  deformity  :  and  she  had  pon- 
dered on  it  so  constantly,  and  let  it  obtain  such  complete  control  of  her 
nervous  system,  that  any  allusion  to  her  misfortune,  would  be  immedi- 
ately followed  by  a  fit. 

After  examining  the  case  carefully,  I  found  every  organ  healthy,  and 
all  their  functions  properly  performed.  She  had  been  under  treatment 
for  some  time  past,  for  suppressed  menstruation,  which  had  been  sue- 
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cessful ;  and  for  the  last  two  months,  her  menstruation  had  been  perfect- 
ly regular.* 

Therefore  finding  no  other  cause  to  which  I  could  attribute  this  de- 
rangement of  her  nervous  system,  I  was  compelled  to  believe  it  caused 
by  anxiety  on  account  of  her  deformity,  and  advised  the  removal  of  her 
extra  toes  and  finger,  to  which  she  readily  assented. 

From  that  moment  her  countenance  assumed  a  cheerful  smiling  aspect, 
she  laughed  and  talked  half  hysterically,  and  walked  about  with  almost 
a  phrenzicd  delight,  and  exhibited  not  the  slightest  evidence  of  chorea. 
She  was  exceedingly  anxious  to  have  the  operation  performed  at  once, 
but  it  was  deferred  in  order  to  take  the  casts,  from  which  the  accompa- 
nying drawings  were  made. 


On  the  9th  March,  assisted  by  Drs.  Trudeau  and  Van  Buren,  I  re- 
moved her  supernumerary  toes,  having  first  put  the  patient  under  the  in- 


•  Dr.  Porcher,  now  of  Charleston,  who  treated  her  for  some  time,  has  published  the 
casein  the  Charleston  MedicalJournal  and  Review,  for  March,  1848,  and  states  that 
she  was  perfectly  cured  in  four  weeks,  by  the  use  of  carb.  iron  and  rhubarb. 

If  he  had  reference  to  her  inenstrualion  simply,  he  would  have  been  correct.  \ 
But  in  including  in  the  word  cure,  the  chorea  and  epilepsy  under  which  she  labored, 
(as  I  presume  he  does,  for  he  has  headed  his  article,  "  St.  Vitus'  Dance  ")  he  is  evi- 
dently mistaken  ;  for  her  gait  was  exceedingly  unsteady  when  she  came  to  my  office, 
and  the  fact  of  her  having  two  convulsive  fits  upon  my  alluding  to  her  deformity, 
proves  that  her  epilepsy  and  chorea  still  continued — and  it  is  to  correct^lhis  statement, 
that  I  have  by  the  advice  of  several  medical  friends  made  the  case  public. 

She  was  not  relieved  of  her  chorea  and  epilepsy,  until  she  was  assured  that  her  de- 
formity could  be  removed:  from  that  moment  her  countenance  assumed  a  cheerful 
aspect,  and  her  chorea  and  epilepsy  left  her  entirely,  without  any  medical  treatment 
whatever,  and  have  never  returned,  a  period  of  more  than  seven  months. 
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0uence  of  ether,  which  had  the  desired  effect  of  benumbing  all  sensation, 
and  when  restored  'to  consciousness,  she  expressed  great  surprise  at  their 
removal. 

The  parts  were  brought  in  close  apposition  by  sutures,  straps  and  firm 
bandages,  and  dressed  with  cold  water.  Union  of  the  whole  wound,  in 
each  foot,  took  place  by  first  intention  without  the  formation  of  any  pus, 
and  in  twenty-three  days  after  the  operation,  she  walked  to  my  office, 
(nearly  one  mile)  and  the  second  casts  were  taken  from  her  feet,  from 
which  the  improved  drawings  were  made. 

The  most  singular  feature  in  this  case  is,  that  from  the  moment  she 
became  convinced  that  her  feet  could  be  improved,  her  chorea  left  her 
and  has  not  returned  ;  neither  has  she  had  a  single  epileptic  convulsion. 

Remarks. — The  mother  in  this  case,  attributed  the  deformity  to  a 
fright  from  an  elephant,  and  as  her  friends  testify,  repeatedly  spoke  of  it 
previous  to  the  birth  of  the  child — whether  the  fright  had  anything  to 
do  with  the  peculiar  development  or  not,  it  is  impossible  for  me  positively 
to  say.  But  inasmuch  as  a  number  of  well-attested  cases  have  occurred, 
in  which  the  mother  has,  previous  to  delivery,  accurately  described  the 
deformity,  which  has  been  found  to  exist  and  agree  so  exactly  with  her 
previous  to  description,  that  it  becomes  important  for  us  to  attempt  at 
least,  to  ascertain  the  sympathies  existing  between  the  mother  and  child, 
and  the  laws  which  govern  those  sympathies,  and  trace  cause  and  effect 
if  possible. 

If,  for  instance,  we  find,  that  from  some  horrid  sight  or  loathsome  ob- 
ject presented  to  the  female  during  pregnancy,  she  becomes  impressed 
with  the  idea  at  birth  her  child  will  bear  this  or  that  particular  deformi- 
ty, and  time  proves  her  fears  well  grounded,  and  her  suppositions  are 
found  true,  it  is  but  reasonable  to  suppose  (from  analogy)  that  could  we 
have  made  an  equally  strong  impression  of  a  different  kind,  we  would 
have  produced  a  different  kind  of  growth  or  formation  according  to  the 
impression  under  which  she  labored. 

We  all  admit  that  it  is  by  the  nerves  we  receive  impressions,  and  that 
it  is  through  them,  that  the  will  is  conveyed  to  the  different  parts  of  the 
system  :  that  the  vessels  are  the  executors  of  the  will,  and  that  secre- 
tion, absorption,  the  different  growths,  developments,  etc.,  are  the  result 
of  this  work,  carried  on  or  performed  by  the  vessels,  and  controlled  by 
the  nerves.  Or  in  other  words,  the  brain  and  nervous  mass  superintend 
or  order ;  the  vessels  obey  these  orders  ;  and  the  different  growths,  etc., 
are  the  result  of  the  work. 

If,  then,  the  nervous  system  or  controlling  power  be  disturbed,  the 
orders  are  given  wrong,  the  vessels  obeying  these  wrong  orders,  and 
acting  in  compliance  with  them,  an  unnatural  or  deformed  product,  is  the 
necessary  result. 

We  all  admit  again,  that  the  child  has  not  an  independent  existence 
until  extra-uterine  life  ;  neither  has  it  an  independent  will :  but  it  also  is 
dependent  upon  the  mother,  is  under  her  control,  and  must  of  course 
act  in  accordance  with  hers. 

If  then,  the  will,  thought,  impressions,  mind  or  controlling  power,  so 
to  speak,  exist  entirely  in  the  brain  and  nervous  masses,  when  endowed 
with  life,  (as  without  them,  we  can  receive  no  impressions,)  and  if  the 
yessels  act  entirely  under  the  control  of  these  nerves :  and  the  different 
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growths,  developments,  etc.,  are  the  result  of  the  action  of  these  vessels  ; 
and  if  the  will  of  the  child  is  dependent  entirely  upon  that  of  the  mother, 
it  follows,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that  the  development  of  the  child  being 
the  result  of  the  action  of  its  vessels,  which  vessels  are  controlled  by  its 
nervous  system,  and  it  again,  entirely  dependent  upon  the  mother,  that 
these  various  developments  must  be  in  accordance  with  the  various  im- 
pressions made  upon  her  mind. 

Case  2. — Spina  Bifida — tumor  removed  by  ligature. 

S.  F.,  Avenue  B,  aged  two  years,  was  brought  to  me  on  the  first  of 
June,  1844,  with  a  fluctuating  pendulous  tumor,  about  the  size  of  a  hen's 
egg,  with  a  small  neck ;  situated  on  the  back  of  the  neck  over  the  sixth 
cervical  vertebra,  which  the  mother  stated  was  of  its  present  size  when 
the  child  was  born.  It  had  several  small  blue  spots  on  its  surface,  the 
size  of  a  sixpence,  where  the  integuments  appeared  thin,  and  there  was 
danger  of  its  bursting.  There  was  no  pain  or  tenderness  on  handling. 
The  child  was  well  developed  and  perfectly  healthy,  had  always  been  so, 
had  never  had  fits  or  convulsions  ;  sensation  and  motion  perfect,  and  no 
defect  in  the  bony  arches  could  be  detected.  From  these  circumstances, 
I  advised  its  removal,  and  Dr.  Parker  concurring  in  this  opinion,  I  pro- 
ceeded to  effect  it,  at  the  college  on  the  5th  of  June,  assisted  by  Drs. 
Parker  and  Watts,  by  passing  a  needle  through  the  centre  of  its  neck, 
armed  with  a  double  ligature,  and  after  tying  one  on  each  side,  passed 
two  circles  entirely  around  the  neck,  drawing  them  so  tight  as  to  strangu- 
late the  mass  entirely,  and  then  excised  it  with  one  stroke  of  the  knife. 
It  was  then  covered  with  plaster  and  the  ligatures  left  to  slough  away  ; 
about  a  tea-spoonful  of  blood  was  lost.  The  child  cried  during  the  ope- 
ration severely,  although  previously  it  had  given  no  evidence  of  pain  even 
under  severe  pressure. 

Anatomical  ajipcarances. — Upon  examining  the  tumor,  it  was  found  to 
consist  of  a  firm  cyst  of  condensed  cellular  tissue,  and  filled  with  about 
S  2  of  pale  fluid  ;  to  our  surprise  it  contained  two  large  nerves,  which 
came  from  the  spine  and  terminated  by  numerous  branches  in  its  circum- 
ference, giving  the  internal  appearance  of  the  tumor,  a  resemblance  to 
the  cells  of  a  honey-comb,  one  of  them  was  as  large  as  the  median  of  an 
adult. 

Not  expecting  to  find  these  nerves,  as  there  was  no  sensibility  to  the 
tumor,  I  was  rather  alarmed,  and  anticipated  serious  consequences,  and 
watched  the  case  very  closely.  No  unpleasant  occurrences  took  place, 
the  child  ate,  drank  and  slept  well,  in  fact  did  not,  after  the  first  few 
hours,  seem  to  be  affected  by  the  operation  in  the  least.  And  on  the 
twenty-third  day,  the  ligatures  came  away  leaving  the  wound  entirely 
healed,  and  the  scar  resembling  that  from  vaccination. 

Query. — Was  not  my  success  owing  entirely  to  the  strangulation  of 
the  ligature,  thereby  cutting  off  all  communication  with  the  spinal  co- 
lumn, and  in  causing  it  to  heal  over  close  to  its  origin,  and  thereby  sup- 
plying the  place  of  bony  arches  ? 

Case  3. — Spina  Bifida,  with  post-mortem  of  vertebrce. 
Mrs.  B.,  49  Anthony-street,  was  delivered  in  December,  1846,  of  a 
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male  child,  with  spina  bifida  of  the  four  lower  cervical  and  the  first  dor- 
sal vertebrae.  There  was  a  large  transparent  tumor,  the  size  of  a  man's 
fist,  with  the  integuments  distended  almost  to  bursting,  and  the  spinal 
column  separated  nearly  two  inches.  Deeming  the  case  hopeless,  nothing 
was  done  except  directing  the  mother  to  be  careful  and  not  to  let  the 
child  lie  upon  its  back,  nor  allow  any  pressure  upon  it.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  unfavorable  prospect,  the  child  continued  to  grow  and  improve 
rapidly,  *nd  at  the  end  of  a  year,  the  bony  arches  had  been  complete- 
ly thrown  across  the  tumor,  and  the  spinous  processes  could  be  distinctly 
traced,  the  tumor  shrivelled  down  like  a  scrotum  and  presented  a  very 
similar  appearance  to  the  case  just  related  above.  I  proposed  in  a  few 
months  operating  upon  it  in  the  same  way  as  in  the  former  case ;  but 
unfortunately  the  child  had  severe  enteritis  and  died  in  February,  1847. 
I  removed  the  whole  cervical  and  dorsal  portion  of  the  spine  with  the 
nerves,  and  found  at  the  seventh  cervical  vertebra  a  small  hole,  through 
which  passed  three  or  four  small  nerves,  which  terminated  in  the  tumor 
outside,  and  was  precisely  similar  to  the  one  I  removed  from  Mrs.  F.'s 
child. 

This  specimen  is  in  the  museum  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons. 


NOTE. 

JVew-York,  December  22,  1848. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  New-York  Journal  of  Medicine  : 

Dear  Sir, — Since  I  furnished  you  my  "Extracts,"  containing  a  case 
of  "Chorea  induced  by  Deformity,"  and  detailing  the  operation  upon  the 
feet,  I  have  completed  the  case  by  removing  the  extra  finger,  and  have 
just  made  a  drawing  of  the  improved  hand,  which  with  a  representation 
of  the  deformed  hand,  I  forward  to  you,  which  please  insert  with  the 
original  article,  if  it  has  not  already  gone  to  press. 

I  removed  the  extra  finger  under  the  influence  of  chloroform,  on  the 
13th,  and  have  this  morning  made  the  enclosed  drawing.  The  wound  has 
all  united  by  first  intention ;  the  hand  looks  quite  respectable,  and  the  girl 
is  in  perfect  health.  Yours  respectfully, 

Lewis  A.  Sayre. 
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Cases  of  Chronic  Abscess  in  Cellular  Tissue  of  the  Peritoneum. — Remarfcs. 

[from  the  proceedings  of  the  NEW-YORK   PATHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY.] 

Case. — Mrs.  Clark,  aged  thirty-six,  of  scrofulous  habit,  ha^  syphilis 
fifteen  years  since,  contracted  from  her  first  husband.  Had  chancres  and 
buboes,  and  afterwards  ulceration  of  the  throat,  of  which  she  recovered  : 
but  has  been  subject  to  rheumatic  affection  ever  since,  upon  the  slight- 
est exposure. 

About  eight  years  since  was  pregnant,  and  aborted  at  the  third  or 
fourth  month,  was  confined  to  her  bed  for  nearly  two  years,  and  has 
never  enjoyed  good  health  since.  Has  been  most  of  the  time  under  the 
charge  of  a  physician,  and  treated  for  a  variety  of  complaints.  Some 
calling  it  an  affection  of  the  uterus,  some  of  the  kidneys,  liver,  lungs  and 
so  on  ;  but  the  diagnosis  always  being  obscure. 

I  can  only  get  a  history  of  her  symptoms  for  one  year  back,  from  her 
last  attending  physician,  who  found  her  with  cough,  no  expectoration, 
night  sweats,  rapid  and  weak  pulse,  morbid  appetite,  frequent  stools, 
sometimes  natural,  and  sometimes  dysenteric.  Suppressed  menstruation, 
with  great  pain  in  the  pelvis,  hard  and  tender  os  uteri.  And  by  speculum 
examination  showing  great  turgescence  of  the  vessels.  The  uterus  was 
immoveable,  either  from  having  gained  adhesions  or  from  the  pressure  of 
a  tumor — (the  latter  was  supposed  to  be  the  case.)  The  limbs  frequently 
disposed  to  be  flexed,  and  for  the  last  two  months  of  her  life,  it  was  al- 
most impossible  to  make  them  assume  the  straight  position.  Pain  in  the 
lower  extremities,  and  great  difficulty  in  walking. 

About  four  months  previous  to  death  she  had  a  copious  discharge  of 
pus  by  the  bowels,  which  continued  for  some  time,  varying  in  quantity 
from  day  to  day.  A  few  weeks  previous  to  death  her  bowels  became 
regular,  and  her  appetite  morbidly  increased.  She  was  under  the  treat- 
ment of  a  number  of  the  best  physicians  in  the  city.  But  gradually  sunk 
and  died  with  hectic,  on  the  tenth  of  January,  1845. 

Post-mortem,  with  Drs.  Parker  and  Smith,  twenty-four  hours  after 
death.  Face  and  upper  extremities  much  emaciated,  abdomen  and  tho- 
rax distended  from  internal  effusion — lower  extremities  (edematous,  and 
strongly  flexed,- both  legs  and  thighs,  requiring  great  force  to  straighten 
them. 

The  bowels  were  healthy  at  the  upper  extremity ;  but  a  number  of 
small  round  ulcers  were  found  at  the  lower  portion  of  the  small  intestine, 
and  near  the  lower  extremity  of  the  ilium  was  a  large  ragged  ulcer, 
■which  communicated  with  a  large  and  firm  sac,  occupying  all  the  cavity 
of  the  pelvis. 

There  had  been  extensive  peritoneal  inflammation,  of  long  standing,  and 
the  intestines  were  so  agglutinated  together  that  it  was  difficult  to  dis- 
tinguish one  part  from  another,  and  required  the  cutting  edge  of  the  knife 
to  separate  them. 

A  large  dark-colored  fluctuating  tumor  occupied  the  cavity  of  the  pel- 
vis, but  did  not  extend  above  the  linea-ileo-pectinea ;  it  was  strongly 
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adherent  to  the  rectum  and  colon,  and  a  number  of  the  small  intestines. 
In  getting  it  out,  it  was  accidentally  ruptured,  and  discharged  a  quantity 
of  purulent  offensive  matter. 

The  walls  were  much  thickened  and  rough  internally,  and  would  con- 
tain about  half  a  pint. 

Tlie  lower  portion  of  the  ilium,  which  was  attached  to  the  top  of  the 
cyst,  and  had  an  opening  communicating  with  it,  had  the  same  thickened 
and  rough  appearance  as  the  walls  of  the  sac. 

The  uterus  was  firmly  attached  to  it — was  thickened  and  its  cavity 
much  diminished. 

The  rectum  was  closely  attached  to  the  cyst  and  much  compressed  by 
it,  passing  over  the  promontory  of  the  sacrum,  and  down  on  the  right 
instead  of  the  left  side — no  ulceration  had  taken  place  through  it,  and  its 
internal  structure  appeared  perfectly  healthy. 

With  the  finger  passed  into  the  rectum  the  tumor  could  be  readily  felt 
indistinctly  fluctuating  and  doughy. 

Two  small  tuberculous  depositions  were  found  at  the  inferior  portion 
of  the  bladder  near  the  urethra — and  a  tuberculous  abscess  in  the  kid- 
ney as  large  as  a  white  walnut  and  filled  with  cheesy  matter. 

The  other  abdominal  viscera  presented  nothing  remarkable. 

The  lungs  had  a  few  tuberculous  depositions  in  various  parts,  and  the 
left  inferior  lobe  was  hepatized,  the  pleura  strongly  adherent. 

The  cavity  of  the  thorax,  as  well  as  the  abdomen  were  fully  distend- 
ed with  turbid  serum. 

Case  2. — Miss  M  ,  who  died  on  the  fourteenth  of  April,  1844, 

after  an  abortion  produced  the  January  previous  by  the  notorious  Mad. 

R  .    I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  Moses  for  the  notes  of  this  case,  which  he 

has  taken  very  fully  of  all  the  different  organs,  but  as  the  abscess  and 
abdomen  are  the  only  parts  of  interest  here  I  shall  omit  the  rest. 

Abdomen. — Adhesions,  apparently  of  several  months'  standing,  of  liver 
to  peritoneum,  of  abdominal  parietes,  and  of  small  intestines  to  each  other, 
and  omentum — small  intestines  enlarged  to  size  of  colon.  Coats  much 
thickened,  and  rough  internally  by  effusion  of  lymph  in  large  patches. 

Colon  eight  inches  and  a  half  across,  thickened  in  all  its  coats,  in  a 
state  of  chronic  inflammation  with  numerous  patches  of  firm  white  lymph. 
Rectum,  reddened  in  lower  part,  upper  part  pale  and  smooth,  with  the 
exception  of  a  rounded  elevated  spot  like  the  pointing  of  an  abscess, 
directly  opposite  to  the  fundus  uteri,  and  about  an  inch  lower  down,  a 
greenish  almost  gangrenous  spot,  the  size  of  a  two  shilUng  piece. 

The  whole  mass,  rectum,  vagina,  uterus,  and  bladder  were  re- 
moved entire,  and  on  making  another  examination  of  the  specimen 
with  Dr.  Oilman,  the  fluctuation  of  an  abscess  was  discovered  around 
and  about  the  above  mentioned  elevated  spot  in  rectum,  and  laid 
open  by  him,  and  an  abscess  containing  half  a  pint  of  light  green- 
ish pus  was  found,  situated  either  between  the  uterus  and  rectum, 
or  else  in  the  walls  of  the  latter,  presenting  the  appearance  of  an  old 
abscess  of  at  least  several  months'  standing,  its  walls  organized  and 
coated  with  irregular  granulations  of  white,  firm  lymph. 

These  two  cases  are  so  similar,  that  one  description  would  almost  an- 
swer for  both,  and  shows  the  difficulty  of  detection  except  by  examina- 
tion per  rectum. 
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EXTRACTS   FROM   MY  NOTB-BOOK. 


In  Dublin  Medical  Journal,  Sept.,  1843,  p.  1,  are  20  cases  given  of 
abscess  of  uterine  appendages,  by  Fleetwood  Churchill. 

It  may  occur  in  the  ovaries,  broad  ligament,  or  cellular  tissue ;  in  23 
cases,  it  occurred  9  times  on  right  side, 
6     "       left  " 
"       8     "  unknown. 


23 

Pain  maintains  its  seat  as  a  general  rule  in  the  tumor,  from  whence 
stings  of  pain  radiate  in  all  directions. 

When  the  tumor  is  high,  i.  e.,  above  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  the  pain 
is  more  confined  to  the  tumor. 

When  the  tumor  is  low,  i.  e.,  below  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  pain  extends 
down  to  the  anus,  across  the  pelvis  to  the  back  and  down  the  thighs. 

In  tliis  latter  position  it  is  almost  impossible  to  straighten  the  thighs  ; 
the  patient  is  often  distressed  by  tenesmus  and  a  desire  to  make  water. 

Fever  sometimes  precedes  or  accompanies  the  first  local  symptoms ; 
in  others,  fever  only  supervenes  after  the  tumor  has  been  detected  some 
time.  In  a  few  cases  the  fever  is  almost  wholly  confined  to  the  even- 
ing. During  the  course  of  suppuration,  there  are  in  almost  all  cases 
evening  exacerbations  of  fever. 

The  pulse  ranges  from  90  to  110,  tongue  is  loaded,  skin  hot,  thirst  con- 
siderable, urine  high  colored,  appetite  always  bad. 

Terminations  in  resolution  in  6  cases  out  of  23. 

Opened  through  abdominal  parietes,  2 
"        peritoneum,  3 
"        vagina,  2 
bladder,  2 
in  surrounding  cellular  tissue  burrowing  in  )  g 
dififerent  directions  and  down  the  thigh,  j 

17 

6  unknown. 


all  recovered. 


23 

This  disease  has  been  mistaken  for  Sciatica,  for  when  the  tumefaction 
is  mainly  confined  to  the  pelvis,  and  pressure  is  made  on  the  nerves  is- 
suing from  that  cavity,  the  pain  may  be  limited  to  the  nerves  of  the 
back,  so  as  to  deceive  any  but  a  careful  observer. 

It  has  been  mistaken  for  (/ravel,  and  patient  treated  for  weeks  for  fre- 
quent desire  to  make  water,  with  difficulty  in  passing  it,  and  reddish 
sediment. 

The  tumor  may  be  so  large  as  to  reach  umbilicus,  and  patient  lose 
for  a  time  the  use  of  the  leg  on  the  side  affected. 

If  the  vagina  be  harder  than  natural,  and  pressure  be  painful,  then  the 
tumor  points  near  vagina. 

Same  also  is  the  case  with  the  rectum." 

Tonelli  found  58  cases  of  ovarian  inflammation,  and  4  cases  of  abscess 
in  19  cases  of  puerperal  fever. 

Invasion.  In  some  cases  there  is  mere  uneasiness,  not  amounting  to 
pain,  in  one  or  both  of  the  iliac  regions,  and  a  tumor  may  be  discovered 
by  placing  the  hand  upon  the  part. 
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On  or  after  a  favorable  convalescence,  some  patients  get  a  slight  fe- 
brile attack,  with  some  shooting  pains  in  abdomen  which  may  soon 
subside  ;  but  fever  remains  without  any  apparent  cause. 

In  other  cases  the  nature  of  the  affection  is  very  evident,  fixed  pain  in 
one  or  other  of  the  iliac  regions,  tenderness,  and  afterwards  a  tumor. 

Again  it  may  assume  the  character  of  general  peritonitis,  the  pain  ex- 
tending over  the  whole  of  the  abdomen,  generally  recurring  in  paroxysms, 
with  general  abdominal  tenderness  and  fever.  But  after  awhile  the  ex- 
tended pain  and  general  tenderness  subside,  and  becomes  localized  in  one 
iliac  region. 

In  one  case  there  was  only  severe  pain  in  the  course  of  and  limited  to 
the  sciatic  nerve,  and  as  this  was  the  only  complaint,  patient  was  treated 
for  sciatica." 

Chomel  also,  in  his  clinique  of  1842-43,  gives  34  cases  of  inflam- 
mation of  uterine  appendages,  and  abscess  of  pelvic  peritoneum,  all  of 
which  except  6  followed  deUvery  either  directly  or  indirectly. 

Symptoms. — Chills,  then  ill  defined  pains  in  hypogastric  region,  fetid 
smell  of  lochia,  more  or  less  fever,  and  general  prostration. 

When  these  symptoms  set  in,  we  must  always  watch  for  disease  of 
the  uterus  or  its  appendages.  When  the  uterus  is  sensitive  to  touch  and 
more  voluminous  than  should  be,  there  is  no  doubt  of  metritis. 

If  the  anus,  the  broad  ligament,  and  the  surrounding  cellular  tissue 
are  the  seat  of  the  inflammation,  then  by  examination  per  vagina,  rec- 
tum, or  from  abdomen,  you  will  detect  a  tumor  more  or  less  elastic,  or 
fluctuating. 

This  tumor  sometimes  terminates  in  resolution ;  but  more  frequently 
opens  into  the  rectum,  vagina,  or  bladder. 

Whenever  a  physician  observes  these  symptoms,  just  after  delivery, 
with  fever,  he  should  immediately  turn  his  attention  to  these  parts,  and 
make  frequent  examinations,  especially  of  nctum  and  vagina. 

The  same  symptoms  are  sometimes  observed  in  men  who  are  suflFering 
from  tumor  in  rectum ;  we  also  find  legs  retracted  and  sciatic  neu- 
ralgia. 

Chomel  thinks  these  abscesses  open  into  the  rectum  more  frequently 
than  any  other  organ ;  he  has  detected  them  by  examination  per  rectum, 
when  they  could  not  be  found  in  any  other  wa)^  and  opened  them  with 
a  trocar  through  rectum  successfully,  and  thinks  this  course  of  treatment 
by  all  means  advisable  in  order  to  prevent  their  opening  into  the  perito- 
neum. 


